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Cyril and Method Saints

For the 8th consecutive year, the Vincentian Family 
organized a pilgrimage to the tomb of the Blessed 
Marta Anna Wiecka in Sniatyn.

More than 1000 pilgrims came on May 27-28 to pray 
and ask for grace her intercession.

The number of pilgrims increases yearly not only as 
news of Blessed Marta Anna Wiecka and her life is 
spread in  Ukraine and abroad but also as a result of 
the national pilgrimage of her relics.

The pilgrimage was organized by members of the 
Congregation of Mission and the Daughters of 
Charity of S. Vincent de Paul with blessing of the 
Conference of Roman Catholic Bishops and the 
Synod of the Greek Catholic Church in Ukraine and 
lasted for 2 years (2015-2017).

During the pilgrimage, the relics of the Blessed 
Marta Anna Wiecka visited many towns and villages 
in Ukraine, 475 Roman and Greek Catholic parishes 
from the east of Ukraine to Sniatyn. One could say 
“Martha visited” all those who could not for some 
reason come to Sniatyn to pray at her tomb. While 
visiting parishes and communities people prayed 
together for peace, unity, and mercy.

The two-year pilgrimage of the relics of Blessed 
Martha was a key part of the  celebration of the 400th 
anniversary of Vincentian Charism, which started in 
1617 when the heart of St. Vincent de Paul started 

More than 1000 made pilgrimage to Sniatyn

burning with the flame of love to neighbors, when 
he became a “mystic of charity”, a father of the poor, 
a father of the poorest of the world.

Guests came from all over Ukraine and other parts 
of the world: Italy, France, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Poland, Croatia, Macedonia and other countries. 
Among other guests, we welcomed visitors from 
the General Curia of the Congregation of Mission, 
Superior General of the Congregation of Mission 
Fr. Tomaž Mavrič CM, his assistant Fr. Miles Heinen 
CM, and Mother General of the Daughters of Charity 
Sr. Kathleen Appler DC. Father Tomaž celebrated 
the solemn Mass on May 27. A solemn procession 
moved through the streets of the town from the 
church to the tomb. Faithful prayed together to the 
Blessed Marta Anna and glorified God.

May 28 the Archbishop Metropolitan of Lviv of the 
Roman Catholic Church Miechyslav Mokshytsky 
Presided over the Eucharist. Bishop of Mukachevo 
Greek-Catholic Eparchy Milan Shashik, CM and 
coordinator of Vincentian Family at the world Fr. Joe 
Agostino CM concelebrated with him.

Representatives of Vincentian Family branches 
(there are 10 of them in Ukraine) meet for breakfast 
with Fr. Joe Agostino CM. They talked about ways 
they serve people in need, actual problems, and 
cooperation in our common cause of promotion of 
Vincentian Charism. Father Joe promised to come to 
Ukraine again to have more time to work together.

At the end Superior of Vice Province Fr. Yan Trzop 
CM thanked all the guests, organizers and all people 
of good will who helped to organize the celebration, 
all those who prayed all the time for the pilgrims 
and organizers. We are grateful to Parish priests 
who hosted a group of pilgrims during all-Ukrainian 
pilgrimage of the relics of the Blessed Marta Anna 
Wiecka . We are grateful also to Christian “Radio 
Maria”, staff and volunteers who helped to cover the 
event, inform the audience on the pilgrimage, and 
broadcast liturgies of pilgrimage in Sniatyn.

Marina Krutko

Volunteer of the Ofice of Vincentian Family in Ukraine
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COVIAM

The origin of most Provinces, Vice-Provinces, Regions and 
missions of COVIAM is in Europe. It is understandable, 
therefore, that COVIAM experiences the same linguistic 
difficulty as that of CEVIM. In fact four languages are used 
by COVIAM: French, English, Spanish and Portuguese. But 
only English & French are the official ones. 

Linguistic diversity constituted the most immediate 
manifestation of differences among the COVIAM members 
though concealing a whole lot of other differences like 
diversity in mindset, lifestyle, cultural practices and even 
systems of thoughts. As a result in the first decade of its 
existence (1994-2004), COVIAM really struggled to achieve 
the necessary consensus to focus on common ideas or 
common projects. It was obvious that cultural and linguistic 
differences were posing a challenge to the principles 
of regional cooperation. However years of persistent 
efforts enabled the members to transcend the challenges 
posed and embrace a coherent vision of cultural diversity 
which, far from being a threat or challenge, was seen as 
an opportunity opening the way for initiating regional 
common programs. 

One of the biggest hurdles for the realization of its dreams 
is economic instability. In the past COVIAM was criticized 
mainly due to its lack of efficient organization, strategic 
planning, lack of foresight and innovative common 
programs beneficial to the confreres in the region. When 
one goes deeper into the reality of the situations one 
realizes that these criticisms are unjustified. We can have 
well-articulated and innovative strategic planning only if 
we have the assurance of two fundamental elements in 
place: personnel and finance. The COVIAM members were 
lacking for the most part the economic assurance needed 
for making a good strategic planning. When you are left 
with empty hands and bare feet, you cannot do much of 

Annual Meeting Of Coviam
planning to realize your dreams.  

The reality is that none of the member Provinces, vice-
Provinces, Regions and Missions under COVIAM is 
economically self-sufficient. The infrastructure, the lifestyle, 
the transportation means, the cost of living and the level of 
comfort in the provinces vary according to the possibilities 
and financial capabilities of their mother provinces. Some 
economically powerful provinces have been able to invest 
millions of dollars to create giant structures. Of course, 
now, to maintain the huge structures substantial amount 
of financial resources have to be found. The capability of 
generating income internally from within the province or 
region is seen only in one or two instances. 

 A change in the perception of our lifestyle is perhaps the 
need of the hour. We need to adopt a sober lifestyle which 
respects the lives of the African people with whom we live 
and for whom we work.  The house we live in, the food we 
take, the dress we wear and the vehicle we use; all seem 
to suggest that we are more identified with the elite in the 
society rather than the common man. We live in the well-
furnished four storied building to look down on the huts 
where the common man live.  

Although the African continent is blessed with lots of 
valuable natural resources, its inhabitants are mostly mired 
in poverty. That a continent’s abundant natural resources 
can have so little effect on its people’s quality of life over 
so many years appears strange; but that is the sad reality 
of African continent.  The COVIAM reflects this reality. In 
most of our communities in Africa we are blessed to have 
vast areas of fertile land and streams flowing through the 
land. Yet we have not learned to manage the soil and land 
to achieve some direct benefit. We don’t even produce 
things for our own consumption. It is not that we have not 
discovered the fact that good land management returns a 
financial and emotional reward. Though we know it, we just 
do not venture into the productive use of our available land. 

 It is true that in the past some formators misled the 
Africans saying, “Money is not a problem!” As if there 
were inexhaustible sources of money! At that time we the 
Africans did not manifest our intelligence to react to this 
form of slavery, perhaps for our young age. However, thanks 
to God, in recent times there is a greater awareness and 
as a result a new mentality is developing within COVIAM: 
“the strategy of small steps”. This new mentality speaks 
about our conviction and determination to walk according 
to the size of our legs. If it was not for the emergence of 
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Slovakia

The Province of Slovakia held their triennial Provincial 
Assembly in Bratislava at the provincial house with the 
Confreres arriving to begin at 15:00 on Wednesday May 10, 
2017. All 35 confreres with active voice were present. The 
liturgy of the hours, meditation, Eucharist and the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet were appropriately celebrated during these 
4 days.

This assembly was a change in method for the Province 
in Slovakia in that the assembly focused very heavily 
on formation. The topics presented addressed the 
psychological, spiritual and community dynamics that are 

The Province of Slovakia held their triennial Provincial Assembly
involved in faithfully living the vows. The speakers were 
Mons. Marek Forgáč, auxiliary bishop of Košice, Fr. Miles 
Heinen, CM, Assistant General of Congregation of the 
Mission and Fr.. Štefan Boržík, PhD. The movement of this 
treatment of the vows culminated in a pilgrimage by bus 
to the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Seven Sorrows in 
Saštín-Stráže where the Archbishop of Travana, Msgr. Jána 
Orosch, joined us. At the end of the Eucharist the province 
re-consecrated itself, imploring Mary’s help, to follow 
Jesus Christ evangelizing the poor. The evening ended in a 
wonderful banquet at which Fr. Jaroslav’s 50th birthday was 
noted.

Interspersed through Thursday and Friday were 
presentations of the life and works of the houses. There 
was also a two-hour presentation by the Provincial giving 
a state of the Province overview with a call to renewal 
individually, collectively and in ministry focus, particularly 
through collaboration.

On Saturday, the last day of the Assembly, in the morning 
elections of the Visitor and four provincial Councilors were 
held. The results are awaiting confirmation of the Superior 
General and the General Council.

By: Miles Heinen, CM
Assistant General

this new mentality, it would not have been possible to 
begin the regional common formation program in Enugu, 
Nigeria. It began with the sole contribution of the COVIAM 
members.  Certainly this change in mindset and consequent 
determination to take small steps are not without challenges 
because some have expressed concerns and anxiety 
regarding its practicality. However, COVIAM is determined 
to take small steps to accomplish her noble dreams. 

This new vision of things helps us to carry out the projects at 
different phases. For example, in places where education is 
an absolute priority, African wisdom says: do not expect to 
build a four-story building to start education, rather to start 
under a large tree or under a curtain with available local 
resources. In the second phase initiate activities to ensure 
its continuity. There was a conviction in the effectiveness 
of this method behind the beginning of common formation 
project in Enugu, Nigeria, in the year 2015. We are aware of 
the criticisms out there regarding its beginning and future 
success. COVIAM is convinced that the common formation 
program in Enugu can lead to greater interprovincial 
collaboration in Africa in particular and in the Congregation 
in general. 

I would like to conclude by saying that the annual assembly 
of COVIAM in Chad has taken place in a very fraternal 
climate, though the weather conditions were not very 
pleasant; having temperature from 40 to 44 degree Celsius 
throughout. Moundou, Chad, was chosen as the place of 
annual meeting because Chad’s mission is looked after by 
COVIAM in collaboration with the General Curia. On May 6, 
2017, members of COVIAM were expected to visit Bebalem, 
the mission started in the year 2011. Unfortunately, the 
heavy rain and thunderstorm that day made it impossible 
to travel through the mud road to reach the place. We made 
an attempt but had to return from half way.   Obviously the 
confreres, FdC and the faithful of Bebalem who were eagerly 
waiting for us were very much disappointed. We were sorry 
we could not visit our first mission. We simply cannot help 
certain situations. Certain situations are beyond our control. 
We are greatly thankful for all the rich experiences. 

 BY: Zeracristos Yosief, CM
Assistant General
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Holland / Colombia

It may seem a bit strange but it is true that the two 
confreres who celebrated their golden jubilee of their 
priestly ordination on 14 May 2017 in Panningen, Holland, 
are the youngest in the former Dutch Province. Indeed, 
Harrie JASPERS & Chris JANSSEN, belong to the last but one 
batch ordained priests in the year 1967. The last batch was 
ordained priests in 1968 and they were three. Unfortunately 
all the three in the last batch left the priesthood. Thus 
Harrie Jaspers and Chris Janssen became the Benjamins in 
the former Dutch Province.

Age is an issue of the mind and important thing in life is 
to keep the mind young. Anyone who stops loving is 
old whether at eighteen or eighty.  Anyone who keeps 

Golden Jubilee Celebration of the Priestly Ordination of Two Youngest 
Dutch Confreres

loving stays young. The celebration of the 50th ordination 
anniversary of Frs. Harre and Chris has shown that youth 
is a matter of heart and spirit. They keep their mind always 
young.

Harrie and Chris were very much exited during the beautiful 
Golden Jubilee celebration attended by their family 
members, friends, Daughters of Charity, CM Confreres and 
myself, representing the Curia. I could notice the tears of 
joy and gratitude flowing from their eyes. They are in the 
late seventies but their heart and mind seem to be that of 
seventeen years old. Yes, Harrie and Chris don’t seem to be 
tired of loving Jesus; they don’t seem to be tired of loving 
the Church and the Congregation of the Mission; above 
all, they don’t seem to be tired of loving and serving the 
poor, their Lords and Masters. Good for them. May their 
passion for serving the poor be a model for others who 
are becoming old in their youth. May the Good Lord bless 
their priestly and missionary lives. May they remain always 
blessed!

Both Harrie and Chris have large families with a number 
of brothers, sisters, nephews and nieces. All of them were 
present for the celebration and their presences added 
beauty to the celebration. It is unusual in Holand, in the 
present age, to have large families.  I wish both Harrie and 
Chris the very best in the world.

BY: Zeracristos Yosief, CM
Assistant General

From the 26th to the 29th of May, in the city of Ibagué-
Tolima, the III Annual Meeting of Vocational Mentors 
took place. In this meeting about 70 persons participated 
including Seminarians and Priests of the Congregation of 
the Mission, Daughters of Charity of the Provinces of  La 
Milagrosa Bogota-Venezuela and San Vicente de Paúl Cali; 
also present for the first time were laity who make up 
the CLAVOVI (Community of Laity who foster Vincentian 
Vocations).

The text which formed the theme of this meeting was: “Go 
to the highways and those you encounter, invite them…
”(Mt. 22,9), and the objective was: “To solidify and to live 
our Vincentian vocation in the context of the 400 years of 
the Charism by means of formation, being conscious of the 

III Meeting of Vincentian Vocational Mentors



7
M a y  2 0 1 7
N u n t i a

VSO Ecuador
necessity to attract others so that the Person of Jesus Christ 
is known and loved in a way that the baptized discover their 
mission in the Church.”  This objective was implemented 
by means of four activities that responded to the specific 
objectives.

1. The road traveled since the last two meetings was 
reviewed to discover the successes and failures in our role 
of fostering vocations. Those who participated in the three 
meetings realized the richness of this work in the fruits the 
are beginning to be harvested, among them, the apostolate 
of fostering vocations which the laity are now developing.

2. A talk was shared whose objective was to reanimate our 
option for Jesus Christ in the light of the Vincentian Charism 
during the Celebration of the 400 years of this Charism in 
order to continue the awakening of our identity.

3. In order to reinforce in those we serve the love of the 
Vincentian vocation from the point of view of spiritual life, 
formation and contact with the poor, searching to attract 
new vocations by our testimony, a reflection talk was 
given that reached to the heart of the participants and 

motivated reflection about vocation and choice of life goals, 
recognizing the moments of strength and weakness in the 
following of Christ.

4. A number of tools were presented that facilitate the 
understanding of how to accompany people of today in 
their search for meaning in their life. The working document 
for the synod of bishops to be held in 2018, “the youth, the 
faith and the discernment” was a key tool presented in 
this moment, apart from the tools developed in different 
provinces to accompany the vocational search.

The meeting was a deep spiritual experience thanks to the 
prayer meetings, the Celebrations of the Eucharist and the 
half-day Spiritual Retreat that was a new element for this 
meeting and was well received by the participants. With the 
morning Mass of sending forth on Monday the 29th of May, 
this third meeting ended, leaving all motivated to live out 
the commitments taken to live their ministry of fostering 
vocations.

Est. Oscar Fabián Betancourt

Translator: Charlie Plock, CM

The Collaboration of the VSO with the Province of Ecuador

The province of Ecuador numbers 30 confreres, two of whom 
have recently died of illness.   Nine men are in formation of 
which, one will be ordained deacon in the summer.  The 
V.S.O. has collaborated with the Province of Ecuador over 
the past several years in projects that have helped restore 
aging infrastructure of the Vincentian seminary in Quito or 
build for new pastoral needs.  Fr. Guido Molina, C.M., the 
acting provincial, served as my host.  He was most attentive 
in showing me the present projects that the V.S.O. is helping 
to fund with help from our funding partners.  The confreres 

were very proud of the work that has been done at our 
works in Quito.  For example, the seminary rector, Fr. Juan 
Roberto Quiñones, showed me the painting of the interior 
and exterior of the seminary, the rebuilt terrace, the sun 
panels that heat the water, and the new lighting in the 
seminary chapel.  

The other project of interest is the construction of the 
Centro Vicenciano de Formación.  It stands adjacent to the 
seminary, and is used by the parish of Medalla Milagrosa, 
located the area of Pio Doce in Quito.  The construction of 
the formation center was begun under the former pastor Fr. 
Marco Bayas, C.M.   He continues as the confrere responsible 
for the project.  With the aid of our funding partners, the 
VSO helped to finance the $125,500.00 USD addition of the 
second floor to the Centro Vicenciano de Formación.  The 
parishioners worked very hard to contribute $48,000.00 
USD of local funds.  This was no small task, given that they 
had recently completed a capital campaign to remodel the 
parish church at a cost of $130,000.00 USD.  

The Centro Vicenciano de Formación serves many groups: 
400 children in catechesis, a large charismatic group, Legion 
of Mary, St. Vincent de Paul Society, the Association of the 
Miraculous Medal, and the Vincentian Marian Youth.  The 
construction project is near its final phase with an expected 
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CIF

The Vincentian International Formation Center held its 
Second Encounter for the members of the Vincentian 
Family.  This session took place from April 25th to May 
24th, 2017 in Paris.  The participants came from various 
countries and many different branches of the Vincentian 
Family were represented … a list of the participants follows:  
Congregation of the Mission: José Valdo Dos Santos Filho 

(Brazil); Jesús Palau Banús (Spain, but ministering in 
Honduras); Mario Villar (Chile); Amime Weldeghebriel Andu 
(Eritrea); Benson Odhiambo (Kenya); Benito Walther Crespo 
Cayo (Perú); Sisters of Charity, New York: Margaret Dennehy 
(USA); Sisters of Saint Vincent de Paul, Gijzagem:  María 
Sonia Fernandes (Brazil); Sisters of Charity, Leavenworth: 
Margaret Finch,  Margaret Ellen Johnson and Jerelyn Mary 
Condon (all from the United States); Sisters of Mary of the 
Miraculous Medal, Croatia: Danica Grgić; Sisters of Mary of 
the Miraculous Medal, Benin: Julienne Agossa and Solange 
Sezonde (both from Benin); Servants of the Redeeming 
Love of Christ: Annick Sounouvou (Benin); Sisters of Charity 
of St. Vincent de Paul, Suwon: Jung Sooin (South Korea); 
Sisters of Charity, Seton Hill: Yeon J. Choi (South Korea); 
Brothers of our Lady, Mother of Mercy (CMM): Andrea 
Sifuna Barasa (Kenya); AIC: Clara Inés Díaz Henao and Sixta 
Tulia (both from Colombia); Linda Morrison (teacher in 
various Vincentian schools) … a very varied group.  During 
this session the multi-cultural and international dimensions 
of the Vincentian Family were clearly revealed.   At the same 
time it became very obvious why we no longer use the 

Second Encounter for the members of the Vincentian Family - CIF

completion date of June 15, 2017.  However, the third floor 
stands in a crude state with just its interior supports and 
the exterior walls.  The newly completed roof protects the 
building from the elements, especially, the abundant rain.  
The V.S.O. expects to collaborate as well in the completion 
of the third floor.  Once fully completed, the project will 
boast an extra 9 spacious meeting rooms, in addition to the 
current first floor offices and meeting room.  

On Wednesday, May 10th, our confreres, seminarians, and 
parishioners dedicated the nearly completed new second 
floor of the Centro Vicenciano de Formación.  The leaders 
of the parish groups were well represented at the Mass of 
Thanksgiving and Dedication.  Our seminarians, dressed 
in crisp albs, served as acolytes.  Fr. Julio Palacios, C.M., 
the pastor, invited me to preside at the Mass.  Fr. Marco 
Bayas, C.M. preached.  He acknowledged the dedication 
of the parishioners and God’s providential guidance over 
the project.  He spoke of the difficulties, such as, the legal 
issues of the parish grounds, the impact of the earthquake 
of 2016, and the effects of the recent rains.  He stated that 
the work represented God’s care for the Vincentian pastoral 
work at the parish.  At the end of his homily, Fr. Marco called 
forward some of leaders.  He acknowledged the work of the 
V.S.O. in the success of the project, thanking by name, the 

staff of the V.S.O., namely, Fr. Miles Heinen, C.M. as the 
former executive director, Scott Fina, Ph.D. and María José 
Pacheco.  Then Fr. Marco handed the V.S.O. a large plaque 
as a recognition of its valuable role in the project.  

At the end of the Mass, but prior to the final blessing, 
Fr. Julio Palacios, C.M. carried in procession the Blessed 
Sacrament to the completed second floor of the center.  The 
priest concelebrants and people followed and gathered in a 
circle for the blessing of the space.  The mood was joyful as 
the holy water sprinkled over the building and faithful.  But 
there was more.  The project was running short on funds of 
$12,500.00 USD.  Earlier in the day, Scott Fina assured me 
in an email that the V.S.O. would cover the shortfall in the 
funding.  I thought what better time than now to make the 
announcement of the promised help.  The people reacted 
to the news with immediate applause and gratitude.  

In closing, the success of the projects in Ecuador extends 
beyond the staff of the V.S.O.  It belongs to Fr. Tomaž 
Marvič, C.M., Superior General, our provinces, confreres, 
benefactors, and funding partners around the world.  The 
joy of our confreres and the people represents the presence 
of the Holy Spirit-the confirmation of God’s work.  Your 
support of the V.S.O. continues to make a difference.  

By: Gregory J. Semeniuk, C.M.
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400 years
phrase “double family” since it does not express the true 
Vincentian heritage.  On a personal level I was very pleased 
with this group that showed a great interest in deepening 
their prayer life and a concern for on-going collaboration 
(this group also enjoyed singing together and even though 
people spoke many different languages, there was a certain 
harmony in their music).

During the session people came to know one another on 
a deeper level and that is most important since on many 
levels we really do not know what the various branches are 
doing … indeed we have so much to learn about our Family 

The various presentations dealt with the origins of our 
charism as well as deepening our understanding of the life 
and doctrine of Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac.  
We were not, however, simply focused on the past but 

The Press Office of the international religious family of St. Vincent de Paul

The Press Office of the international religious family of 
St. Vincent de Paul is pleased to share this news of the 
continuing celebration of the 400th Anniversary of its 
founding.

European Parliament to host reception and program 
honoring the 400th anniversary of the spiritual Family of St. 
Vincent de Paul

(PHILADELPHIA: Vincentian Family Office) Antonio Tajani, 
President of the European Parliament, announced that he 
will host a ceremony honoring the service to the poor of 
the world by the Vincentian Family, on Wednesday, 28 June 
2017 at 11 a.m., in the Yehudi Menuhin room, 1st floor of 
the Paul-Henri Spaak building, European Parliament, rue 
Wiertz 60, 1047 Brussels.

The ceremony commemorates the 400th anniversary of this 
spiritual family.

were continually challenged to live and recreate our 
charism so that we might respond in an effective manner 
to the present-day situation.  For this reason we spent time 
discussing the importance of a systemic change approach in 
our various ministries.  There were also three pilgrimages 
which revealed the richness of the Vincentian charism and 
reinforced the reality that life itself is a pilgrimage.  Special 
focus was given to Folleville-Gannes and Chatillon.

I give thanks to God for this session and am convinced that 
we ought to continue this process.  We would like to see 
the participation of more branches of the Family and more 
participants from the various lay associations.

By: Andrés Motto , CM

Director of CIF

The ceremony will include:
• A welcome by Mr. Alojz Peterle, MEP and Rev. Tomaz 
Mavric, C.M., Superior

General of the Congregation of the Mission and international 
spokesman for the Vincentian Family; an exhibition of 
photos of the international works of the Vincentian Family; 
interventions by

• Vincentian Father Pedro Opeka, missionary in Madagascar 
and Nobel Peace Prize candidate;

• Sister Carol Keehan, Daughter of Charity and president and 
chief executive officer of the Catholic Health Association of 
the United States;

• Vincentian Father Mateo Tagliaferri, president of 
Community in Dialogue (Italy);

• and Mr. Mark McGreevy, President of DePaul International.

A reception hosted by Mr. Tajani will conclude the event.

For more information contact the Vincentian Family Office 
vfo@famvin.org

This communication in other languages and additional 
materials can be found at

http://famvin.info.
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400 years

During those extraordinary days, each one of us 
experienced joy and gratitude.  We very much enjoyed 
the photographs and the presentation of Sister 
Stanislawa.  After her presentation Sister placed the 
reliquary in our chapel where we were able to pray 
calmly and reverently.

We are also deeply impressed by the image of Vincent 
that was placed at the entrance of our chapel.  Our 
Founder has become present among us at a time when 
he is on pilgrimage throughout all of France.  We have 
offered many prayers, including our prayers for an 
increase of his spirit in the whole Vincentian Family, 
prayers for vocations to the Family, prayers for the poor 
…

On Saturday, May 6th another great favor was granted 
to us.  The relic of Vincent’s heart was brought into the 
presence of Sister Francisca Valckaert who was dying.  
That was a powerful experience for our Sister as well as 
for Francisca’s sister, Edith.  A few hours later, Sister died 
in peace and went forward to her encounter with the 
Lord.

The Reliquary of the Heart of Saint Vincent
was venerated for two day

Many Sisters spoke about the joy that they experienced 
during those days.  One of them wrote: “What moved 
me most was the faith of the pilgrims who came in large 
numbers and bowed with respect before the reliquary.  
It was also moving to watch the children who, at the 
suggestion of their spiritual advisor, entrusted their 
prayer to St. Vincent.  For my part, I thank God for the 
time during which we were able to venerate the heart 
of St. Vincent.  May God fill our hearts with the spirit of 
our Founders.

A Daughter of Charity

400th Anniversary 
 Time of grace and renewal
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Ordinations

The Province of South India
The Province of South India rejoices with our confreres, 
Renjith, Sebastian D’Cruz, and Fredy, who were ordained 
Deacons on 18 May 2017 by His Exellency Kannikadass 
William Antony, Bishop of Mysore. On the previous day, 
they were incorporated into the Congregation of the 
Mission and they took their final vows.

Region of Kenya, Western Province USA 
On 27 May 2017 at DePaul Centre, the Region of Kenya 
will ordained three men to the priesthood and six men 
to the deaconate.  The names of the men are as follows: 
Ordination to the Priesthood: John Bosco Idiama, CM; 
Dominic Makau, CM; and Michael Kariuki, CM. Ordination 
to the Deaconate: Wilfred Atinda Orina, CM; David 
Mwaura Ndichu, CM; John Bosco Mutinda, CM; Lenard 
Kochwa Amani, CM; Peter Kennedy Mutula, CM; and 
Saturday Vicent, CM

Province of Fortaleza, Priestly Ordinations:
José Carlos Galeno de Olivindo, CM, 31 May 2017               

João Régis Araújo Teles, CM, 3 June 2017    

Nárion Alécio de Mendonça, CM, 27 May 2017

Ordinations

              

Region de Rwanda-Burundi, Province of 
Colombia
On Sunday, 21 May, our confreres were ordained: Marc 
Gasasira, CM (from the Diocese of Kabgayi), Rwanda and 
Edouard Ayirwanda, CM (from the Diocese of Nyundo, 
Rwanda), by Bishop Gebremedhin Markos, Apostolic Vicar 
of Jimma Bonga - Ethiopia.

 

Province of Poland
On Saturday, 20 May 2017, Archbishop Marek Jędraszewski 
of Krakow (in office since 28 January 2017) gave the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders to four confreres of the Province 
of Poland. Two confreres were ordained priests: Paweł 
Kliszczak, CM, and Mateusz Stopa, CM. Another two were 
ordained (transitional) deacons: Maciej Ciepielik, CM.

Province of France
On 11 May, our confrere, Patrick Rabarison, CM, was 
ordained a priest.
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Curia General

Nominationes / Confirmationes 

JAŠŠO Jaroslav 19/05/2017
Visitor Slovakia

(Confirmed)

MARTÍN ESTEBAN Teodoro 19/05/2017 Director North Spain

ORDINATIONIS

RABARISON Patrick Sac Fra 11/05/2017
KLISZCZAK Paweł Sac Pol 20/05/2017
STOPA Mateusz Bogusław Sac Pol 20/05/2017
GICHOHO Michael Kariuki Sac Occ 27/05/2017
IDIAMA John Bosco Sac Occ 27/05/2017
MUNYAO Dominic Makau Sac Occ 27/05/2017
ALÉCIO DE MENDONÇA Narión Sac For 27/05/2017
GALENO DE OLIVINDO José Carlos Sac For 31/05/2017
TELES ARÁUJO João Régis Sac For 03/06/2017

NECROLOGIUM

Nomen Cond. Dies ob. Prov. Aet. Voc.

TEEL Matthew J. Fra 01/05/2017 Occ 85 68

 NGUYEN VIET Augustin Chung Sac 10/05/2017 Vtn 61 20

 CIARDULLO Carmen V. Fra 13/05/2017 Orl 77 60

 SANTOS ARNÁIZ Benjamín Sac 14/05/2017 SVP 87 70

General Information


